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THE MONIST 



GOTTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ. 

(1646-1716.) 

THIS number of The Monist is devoted to a commem- 
oration of the scientific and philosophical work of 
Leibniz and its influences on modern thought. It is just 
two hundred years since Leibniz died, and thus it is fitting, 
as well as useful, that we should all remember just now 
rather particularly the mortal Leibniz and his undying 
work. The articles here outlined for this and the follow- 
ing issue of The Monist have been collected and prepared 
under the editorship of Mr. P. E. B. Jourdain, an English 
scholar well known to Monist readers through his many 
recent contributions on the subjects of physics and logic. 

The first article is an account of Leibniz's life and 
work by C. Delisle Burns, and it gives a view of the various 
activities of Leibniz which are of general interest, and 
particularly the great part he took in the founding of 
academies. A description of Leibniz's logic by Philip E. 
B. Jourdain then follows. It has become more and more 
recognized of late years that logic was at the foundation 
of both Leibniz's mathematics and his metaphysics, and 
we have a most instructive example of the intimate con- 
nection of his logical and mathematical ideas when we 
study Leibniz's early mathematical manuscripts, which 
were published long after his death and are here trans- 
lated by J. M. Child for the first time. Another article of 
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importance in connection with Leibniz's mathematics is 
Prof. Florian Cajori's account of his binary system of nu- 
meration that he held in great affection as leading to an 
arithmetic which was an "image of creation." 

The influence of Descartes on Leibniz's philosophy is 
studied by C. Delisle Burns, and the influences that formed 
Leibniz's monadism are dealt with by T. Stearns Eliot. 
The author last mentioned also writes on the analogy be- 
tween Leibniz's monads and the "finite centers" of Brad- 
ley's monism. 

The last article brings us to Leibniz's modern influences. 
The logical influence of Leibniz on Lambert and later 
writers is touched upon in the above article on Leibniz's 
logic. It is seen also in a study of Bolzano by Miss Dorothy 
Maud Wrinch which will follow in the same connection in 
the January number of The Monist. It is conspicuous in 
the modern work of Frege, and of Peano, Russell and Cou- 
turat. It must be remembered of course, that the splendid 
work of Frege, which was almost wholly unaffected by 
any other logician but Leibniz, has combined with the work 
of Peano to influence the modern school of mathematical 
logicians. 

A realization was given to part of Leibniz's ideal by 
Hermann Grassmann. It was intended that this number 
of The Monist should also celebrate the seventieth anni- 
versary of Grassmann's prize for an essay on the connec- 
tion of his geometrical analysis with Leibniz's Charac- 
teristic, which was awarded in 1846 by the Jablonowski 
Society of Leipsic. But this must be deferred until Jan- 
uary. Then we shall present three articles by A. E. Heath. 
The first will be a critical sketch of the life and work of one 
whose writings contain the germ of many modern develop- 
ments in mathematics and mathematical physics. Grass- 
mann shared with Thomas Young the distinction of win- 
ning fame in both philology and mathematics. His bipg- 
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raphy shows him as a homely and lovable man of wide 
interests, possessing to the last indomitable energy and 
unshaken faith in the power of his work. In the second 
article an analysis will be made of the factors which were 
and are at the root of the neglect of the work not only of 
Grassmann but also of all writers on the abstract questions 
of a basic science of form. The third article will show how 
Grassmann, starting from the geometrical Characteristic 
of Leibniz, applied the principles of his work previously 
published in 1844 to the realization of a true geometrical 
analysis. The author claims that in this analysis we have 
a complete fulfilment of the high hopes of Leibniz, and 
shows the relation of their work to modern non-metrical 
geometries and to symbolic analysis. 

Portraits of Leibniz, Lambert, Bolzano, Grassmann, 
Frege, Peano and Russell, and some details about these 
portraits, will appear in the current (October) number of 
The Open Court. 

The following gives the books most frequently cited in 
this number together with the abbreviations used through- 
out. 
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